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Welcome from the chair of the   

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

W hen I wrote to staff and parents on 20th March this year, I had no idea that we would be where we are 
today, just short of 3 months later. I wrote of my sadness at the sudden closure of school and the loss 
to our pupils, students, staff and parents that the closure entailed. I also wrote about the fact that 

Woldgate School would eventually return in the world that is beyond the pandemic and have a full part to play 
in our community. It gives me huge pleasure to communicate the fact that school education is now starting 
to return for Years 10 and 12 at the moment, albeit in a very different form to what we have all been used to 
before. Our staff have never actually been away, as work with children of keyworkers has continued in school, 

and you will all be aware of the enormous refocussing of teaching effort taking place online. We are bringing back Years 10 
and 12 in a careful and steady manner and communications with pupils, students and parents will soon be underway.   

Things continue to happen in school as you will have seen from last week’s newsletter. Governors have been deeply impressed 
with the senior leaders stepping up to continue to strengthen our capacity in Woldgate. We have been heartened to see Mr 
Davies stepping forward as Acting Head of School along with other members of the leadership team taking on challenging 
new roles to keep us moving forward.  

These would have been large steps in normal times, but at this time they carry huge responsibility. Governors are proud to 
put on the record their admiration and thanks for the strength and determination of the team in school.  To have Mr Britton  
to lead, support and mentor the senior leaders just increases our ability to manage the new circumstances we are in.

What are those new circumstances to look like? Well at present Woldgate is being transformed to start to return our pupils 
safely back to school. Tapes, signs and markers will be everywhere to establish the new safe social distancing that we have 
all heard about. A huge amount of unseen work has gone on in keeping up with new guidance.

Much will be done in regard to the safe working practises that will have to be brought into school. Handwashing stations, 
classroom layouts, toilet usage, reception of visitors and suppliers and many other varied and complicated issues are being 
taken into account too. The operations team have been very busy.

Our teaching staff are working hard to establish a stronger online teaching facility. A combination of classroom-based 
lessons and digital learning certainly seems to offer the best route to a fuller education in these “new normal” times. As you 
can imagine this is an enormous task to fulfil, but our team are on it.  

For governors our task has been to remain the “critical friend” of the school. Supporting the leadership team in their new 
strategies to educate in a very different world, whilst continuing to look after the safety and wellbeing of our ‘key worker’ 
staff, students, pupils and you our parents. This infection impacts us all in one way or another and ensuring that we manage 
any situation where symptoms occur to protect everyone likely to be harmed is at the very centre of all of our planning and 
execution.

At this moment it remains unclear where we will be going next in getting everyone back to normal but as we start to open 
our doors and test unlocking our school community please be assured that working with all of the guidance and consulting 

with you, the local authority, staff and other professional bodies we remain determined to keep everyone safe. 

John Sinclair
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

L ike all parents and carers, I have been supervising the learning of my children at home. The kitchen 
table has become the classroom: next to the fruit bowl sits two pencil cases and a stack of paper and 
other assorted stationary. Periodically we sweep for pencil shavings to prevent them from falling 

into the drawer with the serving spoons and the whisks. After work, for an hour or two, I take on the role 
that my children call ‘Teacher Dad.’ It has enabled me to get to know my two boys in a very different way.

Both are primary age and, after some weeks, we fell into the routine of doing mathematics on a 
Wednesday afternoon. Watching them work, it would be easy to assume my eldest is the more reluctant 
mathematician: he is slow to start and he gets distracted early on. However, this isn’t the case: in fact, he 

enjoys mathematics. In our first weeks, I mistook his slow starts for disinterest until it occurred to me that in most of the 
set work, the easy questions come first. That’s when it occurred to me: this is the part he doesn’t like.

The deliberate repetition necessary for developing a skill and the slow mastery of process is what leaves him cold. When 
he reaches the last questions – where extra digits or added, or removed, to beguile him, he rolls up his sleeves. He sticks 
tongue between his lips in thought. This is the part he relishes. Getting him to realise that practicing and repeating 
exercises is what builds a strong foundation is the challenge ahead: realising that, without securing his knowledge, it 
will slip from him.

How can his brother be so different? Unlike his brother, he loves the repetition of the familiar signs and process. It’s 
the disruption to the reassuring pattern that makes him start to drop the pen and look for the next activity. There are 
other sheer contrasts between them: one thrives on praise, the other on competition. In writing, one likes to plan, the 
other is impulsive. How similar and different our children’s passions and characters can grow to be, to each other (and to 
ourselves) is among the rich and unfathomable mysteries of raising – and working with - children. They must be cared for 
as individuals. Involvement, understanding and engagement between school and home is a fundamental part of that.

The engagement of our community with school has always been nothing short of inspirational. This year, for example, 
I enjoyed seeing a full hall and row after row of supportive and attentive parents at the Work Experience launch, the 
Welcome to Upper School Evening, Study Support Events, Year 9 Options’ Evening, Christmas Concert, and so many 
more. I look forward to a time when we can see you in school again.

I would like to thank parents and carers of Year 8 for their engagement with our online options process and for taking 
the time to view the site, watch the video presentation, and access the resources. I also look forward to hosting Year 
10 and 12 pupil and students in the coming weeks for one-to-one video interviews in school. The method we use to 
communicate may have to change but I am confident of - and grateful for - your continued support.

While lockdown has meant that our children have moved in far smaller circles and the interactions between us have 
become more remote, I hope that we can all take from this experience the chance to see our own children as pupils. This 
is an opportunity to understand them as learners; to admire their frustrations as well as their triumphs; to find our place 
as their coach, tutor, or critical friend. I am sure that it will, in time help us to work even more closely together, with a 
shared understanding of what we must do together to help to nurture our children to be the very best they can be.

Mr G DavieS
heaD of School

This will not be an easy task  but we are committed to it nevertheless. We may have to ask for your patience and 
forbearance with us at times, as we will undoubtedly run into issues that take time to correct. This is a time and a 
place that most of us have never experienced nor expected to, and it takes careful planning and creative thinking to 
readjust at such a moment. The school will keep you consulted and informed as we travel this previously unmapped 
road together. 

As before, let’s continue to stand together in our community and keep caring for each other. 

Stay safe and well.

John Sinclair 

Chair of Governors                                          
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Our wonderful Year 6s have stepped up once again to the challenge set by Mrs Minton this week and 
it was certainly not an easy one! The Great Woldgate Bake Off launched via Head of Lower School, Mrs 
Minton's video podcast on our brand new transition website and the entries have been rolling in! From 
rainbows to narwhal whales, the competition has been tough! Mrs Minton even made a tentative entry 
with her cinnamon buns but they were no match for the raw talent on display from the newest Woldgate 
team.  If you are interested in following the latest Year 6 transition news then follow us on  twitter at 
Transition@Woldgate.  If you are a Year 6 parent and have not yet received login details for the new 
transition website please email your child's name and date of birth to transition@woldgate.net

Year 6 Bake Off 
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Year 9 Media Photos 
Over the past  few weeks our Year 9 media studies pupils have been completing a photography project, 
as they took their daily exercise. The following images are some of our favourites.
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The Year 9 winner is Zachary Bean. His app "Think Happy" really stuck to the theme of a well-being positivity
app. Basically it’s a level game with the player progressing by finding well-being tips in a virtual house. 

Points are earned and these can be swapped for virtual feelgood treats (like an ice cream!) Zachary went to 
great lengths and created many examples of the pixel art that would be used in the final game including a 
great representation of Mr Clark.

Computing Competition Winners 
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The Year 10 winner is Rosie Kennedy. Her design was extremely well thought out. Rosie chose a target au-
dience of 5-8 year old children and created an app that included a cartoon lion called Leo. Leo shows chil-
dren how to do things differently (hand washing etc) and explains why life has altered through a series of 
animated stories. Rosie's app has downloadable resources that can be printed to help pass the time with 
activities like colouring and baking. I think that Rosie's idea for using celebrity writers and storytellers is 
very well thought out and would give the app great credibility in the real world.  

Overall I was blown away by the standard of the work and the thought that went into both apps. Either 
could be created and published. They are professional, make good use of mobile technology and meet 
the brief that they were designed to.

It's been a joy to run this competition and it's yet another example of our outstanding pupils. Sadly not 
everybody could win but there were many others that could so easily have been winners. Charlie Nixon's 
entry was of particular note for its technical quality with defined fencing, Bluetooth and GPS support!

Mr Clark



www.woldgate.netIssue 205

The 6th June 1944 has now entered history under the legendary name of D-Day. The Allied 
landings on the beaches of Normandy were the most dramatic part of what was known 
as Operation Overlord, marking the beginning of the liberation of German-occupied 

Western Europe during WWII. The Allies launched this operation with the aim of gaining a 
foothold in Western Europe in order to defeat Nazi Germany, along with the Soviet Army on 
the Eastern front. A fleet of over 6,900 vessels was required to land the assault forces of 
more than 156,000 men on five beaches, that received code names (from west to east) Utah 
and Omaha (U.S.), Gold (British), Juno (Canadian) and Sword (British). About 24,000 airborne 
troops were also deployed in order to take control of strategic points. Despite poor weather 

conditions and fierce resistance from German units, the operations were successful. On the evening of 6 
June 1944, the Allies had gained a foothold on all five 
beaches leaving the German forces weakened.

As we have just passed the anniversary of D-Day, it 
seemed fitting to focus on the sacrifices that so many 
men made. On that day, men from seventeen different 
allied countries, from different ethnic backgrounds, 
with different likes, dislikes, fears and aspirations 
joined together for a shared purpose: to fight against 
oppression and inequality at the hands of the Nazis. At 
Woldgate we pride ourselves on completing acts of great 
value and the sacrifices of D-Day troops epitomise this 
wish to fight for the values of democracy and equality. 

loWer ScHool

MrS  a Minton
heaD of lower School

Mrs Minton Writes:
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We do hope that you and your families are doing well. It is lovely to see via ClassCharts, 
that even when we are not in school, that your teachers have taken the opportunity 
to reward you for your hard work at home during these challenging times. We take 

great pride in your achievements and today we would like to celebrate you. Please give 
yourself a tap on the shoulder if you have contributed to this impressive total!

The chart below shows the number of Achievement Points since lockdown! Congratulations 
to all the pupils and families who have maintained their love of learning and who continue to work to 
become highly successful, independent learners and individuals. We know that this has come with many 
challenges but we applaud you for your determination and will to succeed. It is important that you continue 
to complete your tasks to the very best of your abilities and then you will feel proud when you have gained 
new understanding; consolidating your learning in preparation for your return.

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit, character and value

Achievement points score breakdown 

MrS i atkinSon
heaD of Upper School

UPPer ScHool Mrs Atkinson Writes:
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our 

physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well. 

As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health. 

Coronavirus, mental health and wellbeing  
Coronavirus has changed lots of things about family life. And we know that some parents and car-
ers might be worried about how to manage stress and changes to their daily routines. It's impor-
tant to remember that everyone copes with change and stress in different ways. We've got some 
hints and tips you might find helpful.  
 
Taking care of your mental health during lockdown  
Being a parent can be challenging in everyday situations. Now, more than ever, taking care of your 
own and your children’s mental health is important.  
 
Tips and coping strategies for good mental health  
Trying new or different coping strategies can help support your mental health and lower stress 
in a positive and interactive way. If you have coping strategies that work well for you, keep doing 
them – whether that's mindfulness, walking or as simple as taking 5 minutes for yourself.  If you're 
able to be physically active, this might help your mental health. It also helps boosts your immune 
system and can help encourage your children to exercise too. You could try walking, going for a 
jog or run or find an online class. If you're not able to be physically active for whatever reason 
there are other things you can do that might help like gardening, sitting next to an open window 
to get some fresh air or doing a mental exercise like a crossword or word search.  
 
· Try to maintain a regular sleeping pattern if possible. The NHS have tips and advice to help.  
· Keep in touch with family and friends on the phone or try a video call.  
· It's important to be healthy and eat well. We know it's not easy for everyone, especially at the 
moment, and if you need help with getting essentials you can contact your local food bank.  
· Keep a journal. Writing down your feelings can help you reflect, understand and let go of emo-
tions.  
· Join a support group or network online. Talking to others in a similar situation can help. net-
mums.com offers forums for both mums and dads.  
· Create mini zones in the home where possible, allowing everyone to have space. If this isn't pos-
sible, try spending set amounts of time in different rooms if you can.  
· If you have children who would usually be at nursery, childminder, school or somewhere else 
during the day, you might have suddenly found your normal routines have changed a lot and are 
feeling extra pressure. It's normal to feel anxious, overwhelmed or stressed by big changes. Re-
member to be kind to yourself and reflect on what you can do.  
· Managing how you and your family keep on top of the latest news can help reduce anxiety. You 
could create limits on how much time you spend on social media and set 1 or 2 specific times of 
the day you check the news. Staying up to date can help you support children with any questions 
they may have but it's also important to take care of your own wellbeing.  
· Making a plan of things to do by yourself or with your child can help create structure and a rou-
tine for the day. Try starting your day with a short list of 4 small, achievable things you'd like to do. 
If there's another adult in your house or older children, ask them to play an active part too. But, if 
you or your child are struggling with your mental health and emotional wellbeing it's okay to do 
the best you can and recognise there will be good and bad days.  
 
Remember that you can contact us at Woldgate School, and we can help direct you to the most ap-
propriate support. You can also contact the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 or email help@nspcc.org.uk  
 
Mr L Sloman  
Senior Deputy Headteacher 
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O ur Year 12 students have this week, received a SharePoint about their Post 18 options. 
This SharePoint contains videos, documents, links to websites and deadlines to help 
keep them informed as to what their options are. We would ask all students to take 

the time along with parents and guardians to go through the information provided and start 
to consider their options for the future.

Making decisions about the future can be extremely difficult. For some students a plan
has maybe been in place for years already and for others they will still have no idea about
the career they want to end up in. If you know what career path you wish to follow it is often 

best to plan backwards through the progression it takes to reach that goal.  If you are still unsure about 
where you want to end up it is about using this time to start narrowing down your options and the best 
way to do this is to research different paths and decide which one suits you best.

Most of our students go on to further education and study at universities. The application process for 
this uses UCAS. Students apply online and choose up to 5 courses at different universities they are con-
sidering. The UCAS website is a great place to get started to help research the courses you may want to 
study and the universities that offer those courses. Making these decisions this year may be harder than 
in previous years as you may be limited to virtual tours and online talks about subjects rather than visiting 
university open days. Both UCAS and individual universities are putting a lot of work into providing these 
talks so do try to make use of them wherever you can.

A big part of your application will be writing a personal statement. This statement outlines to admissions 
tutors why you are a suitable candidate for their course and why they should offer you a place. You will 
create a lot of drafts of your personal statement and our experienced tutor team support students with 
this by offering feedback and reviewing improvements. Most students will complete around 8-10 drafts 
of this statement before it is ready to submit. The first draft of your personal statement is due 8th July so 
do please start thinking about what you would include in this using the guidance provided.

If anybody is struggling with this process or would like to talk about their options then as always get in 
touch and we’ll support you as best as we possibly can.

Mr J harDie
heaD of Sixth forM

SiXTH ForM college Mr Hardie Writes:



I expect, after all these weeks, you have settled in to a new routine, even if, at times it does 
not feel “normal.” You probably have times when you do your school work, go out for 
exercise or have chores to do at home. Perhaps, whilst you are spending more time inside 

your house, you have been given added responsibilities. If parents or carers are working from 
home, there will be an expectation that you will share the responsibilities for running the 
household and helping out. Many pupils are given tasks such as emptying the dishwasher, 

walking the dog or cleaning the rabbit cage. Did you know it was Rabbit Care Week, last week?

Before getting a new pet, I have often heard parents say: “It’s your responsibility; you need to make sure 
that you look after it properly” I have then seen those parents out on rainy days walking the dog, which 
was not meant to be their responsibility!

Of course, even though we are not in school we still have a responsibility towards work and doing our best.

One of the saddest things I have heard about over the past few weeks, is the litter left behind on beaches 
and beautiful parts of Yorkshire. Having been indoors for a long time, people have taken advantage of the 
fine weather to go and enjoy the countryside, but often did not take responsibility for leaving the area as 
they found it. Instead, rubbish, bottles and even barbecues have been left behind. This is not responsible 
behaviour and it makes me so sad that this has happened.

But, someone once said: “A good deed brightens a dark world” and the following days, my newsfeed was 
full of pictures of people who had spent their own time clearing up, filling endless binbags with rubbish 
and restoring the area to its natural beauty. It was not their responsibility; many people will never even 
know they did it; but their dedication to nature was their motivation.

Last weekend was the 76th anniversary of D Day; each year, veterans return to the Normandy beaches to 
remember fallen comrades and the people they helped to liberate. Many of the soldiers were just young 
men when they enlisted, but they felt a responsibility to help the wider community and the world; they 
were “Doing their duty,” being responsible for the lives of others. Sadly of course, the Commemorative 
event could not happen this year, but it is our responsibility to keep remembering. The French authorities 
encouraged people to decorate their houses with Allied flags and to ring church bells. The departmental 
council urged the public to: “Show veterans, and the younger generations whose liberty they won, that 
they are not forgotten”.

I am sure that many of us will not be called to do something as monumental as liberating war-torn areas, 
but helping our communities can make all the difference even in a small way. Our Sixth Form trips to 
countries such as Morocco and Tanzania over many years to help humanitarian projects, such as the Vinjeru 
Education Project in Malawi have instilled a sense of responsibility through supporting others.

MrS S Geary
heaD of inclUSion

                     Mrs Geary Writes:
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